Thrombolytic therapy: the treatment of choice for iliac vein thrombosis in the presence of kidney transplant.
A 49-year-old kidney transplant recipient was admitted with the diagnosis of acute iliofemoral deep venous thrombosis (DVT) extending into the external iliac vein in close proximity to the renal vein anastomosis. Thrombolytic therapy with urokinase was used and complete lysis of the thrombus was achieved within 36 hr. We feel that this method of therapy, rather than standard anticoagulation, represents the treatment of choice for acute DVT in the presence of a renal graft. Using this method we were able to salvage the kidney and avoid the complications of postphlebitic syndrome and pulmonary embolus.